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Abstract | This study critically analyzes the ideological and political project of the Houthi
movement in Yemen, positing that its practices are not mere by-products of
conflict but a systematic application of a totalitarian ideology aimed at
dismantling the state and forcibly re-engineering society. The paper coins a
new explanatory term, ‘Jarwalah,’ to define this phenomenon as a hybrid system
that fuses the Jarudiyya Imamate doctrine, based on lineal supremacy, with the
political and mobilization mechanisms of the Iranian ‘Wilayat al-Faqih’ model.
This project constitutes a radical rupture with Yemen'’s social contract and
republican  constitution. Employing a three-dimensional qualitative
methodology, the research combines a critical discourse analysis of the
movement's foundational texts (the 'Malazim' of Hussein al-Houthi), a
comparative legal-constitutional analysis, and an in-depth review of reports
from the UN Panel of Experts, international organizations, and academic
literature. The findings reveal a dual Houthi strategy: the systematic
dismantling of state institutions paralleled by an organized assault on society's
future through child recruitment, the ideologization of education, and the
deliberate destruction of essential services. The study concludes that the
Jarwalah' project amounts to 'sociocide’: a methodical attempt to erase the
collective identity of a nation. As such, it not only represents an existential
threat to the Yemeni state but also fundamentally undermines any prospect for
a just and sustainable peace.
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