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Abstract | Omani religious encyclopedias constitute a rich intellectual heritage
encompassing a wide spectrum of Islamic sciences. Among their foundational
components is the Sultik (spiritual path) dimension, which occupies an integral
place within their epistemological framework. Their concern extends beyond
the exposition of legal rulings (ahkam fighiyyah) and the articulation of
theological doctrines (‘aqidah), embracing instead a comprehensive ethical
and spiritual orientation that they conceive as a faith-based path of moral and
spiritual purification. This dimension is manifested in their treatment of moral
virtues, the ethics of social conduct, the purification of the soul (tazkiyat al-
nafs), and the cultivation of a disciplined relationship between the individual,
God, and fellow human beings. The significance of this study lies in its attempt
to explore the depths of the Sulitk dimension in the Ibadi school through Omani
religious encyclopedias. The study adopted the inductive method by surveying
a number of Omani religious encyclopedias from the fifth and sixth Hijri
centuries that addressed the Suliik dimension within their various chapters. It
also employed the analytical method through analyzing the reported opinions
and statements in order to identify the characteristics and features of the Suliik
dimension, as well as the impact of the theological and intellectual framework
on the formation of the Suliik dimension in the Ibadi school, as reflected in the
Omani religious encyclopedias under examination. The study reveals that
during the fifth and sixth Hijri centuries the Suliik dimension in the Ibadi school,
focused on its practical aspect in a manner consistent with their doctrinal
orientation and religious-intellectual path.
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