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Abstract

This research seeks to identify the elements of cohesion in the lines of the letters
sent by the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) as a means of
building a bridge of external relations with the foreign parties of the great
empires and the neighboring countries of Medina. After the treaty of Hudaibiah,
on the sixth year of Hijrah, the Prophet took a new approach to spread Islam to
the kings, princes, rulers and their people outside the borders of the Islamic
State. These letters were composed and dictated by the Prophet (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) to some of his companions, may Allah be pleased
with them. The phrases and sentences with great meanings and propagation
were uttered by Him to these writers. The Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) chose a large number of his companions to carry his letters to the
king of the designated state. The researcher used descriptive qualitative analysis
to identify the elements of cohesion in the letters addressed to these kings and
princes using the theory of Critical Discourse Analysis adopted by renowned
linguist Norman Fairclough in the study and analysis of discourse. The research
found four elements in grammatical cohesion, namely, reference, substitution,
ellipses and conjunction in the folds of these letters. These consistent elements
reflect the approach of the Prophet’s unique discourse, which emphasized on the
cohesion of sentences in terms of meanings and coherence of ideas and their
consistency with the rest of the sentences in between the lines of those letters.
These elements in the prophet discourse created a great influence on these kings
and rulers because of the cohesion of ideas and their connectedness, which led to
the success of the process of the discourse to al-Najashi, Hercules and al-
Muqougqis that brought them to believe in the divinity of Allah and the last
Prophet and Messenger.
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